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Trump 
attacks 
Gillibrand 
in tweet 


Senator from N.Y. is 
targeted in post many see 
as sexually suggestive 


BY JOHN WAGNER, 
Ep O’KEEFE 
AND ASHLEY PARKER 


President Trump on Tuesday 
attacked Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand 
(D-N-Y.) in a tweet widely criti- 
cized as being sexually suggestive, 
sparking outrage at a time when 
the nation is reeling from a wave 
of accusations about improper 
behavior by powerful men — in- 
cluding Trump himself. 

In his morning tweet, Trump 
referred to Gillibrand as a “light- 
weight” and a “total flunky” and 
said that, when he was a New York 
real estate developer, she “would 
come to my office ‘begging’ for 
campaign contributions” and 
“would do anything for them.” 

The tweet, targeting a female 
senator who has called on Trump 
to resign for his alleged past be- 
havior, came as the president fac- 
es renewed scrutiny of claims of 
sexual harassment and assault 
that surfaced during the cam- 
paign. Trump has denied all the 
claims, accusing the women of 
lying. 

His attack on Gillibrand 
prompted a swift backlash on so- 
cial media and on Capitol Hill, 
where Democratic calls increased 
Tuesday for Trump to either re- 
sign or face congressional investi- 
gations of his alleged actions. 

Gillibrand, who is often men- 
tioned as a potential 2020 Demo- 
cratic presidential candidate, 
called Trump’s tweet “a sexist 
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GOP nears 
deal to cut 
top tax rate 
for wealthy 


BY ERICA WERNER 
AND DAMIAN PALETTA 


Senior Republican negotiators 
were moving closer to a deal Tues- 
day to reduce the top tax rate for 
high-income households from 
39.6 percent to 37 percent, blowing 
by political concerns about aiding 
the rich in order to ease passage of a 
$1.5 trillion tax package. 

The move, which needs to gain 
the support of a broad swath of 
Republicans in the House and Sen- 
ate, would lower taxes for top earn- 
ers throughout the country, poten- 
tially addressing the concerns of 
two GOP constituencies about sep- 
arate tax legislation passed by the 
House and Senate. 

Wealthy individuals in New 
York, California and other high- 
tax states had complained that 
their taxes might go up under the 
plan, which curtails the ability of 
taxpayers to deduct state and 
local taxes. And conservative 
House Republicans had said it 
did not go far enough to bring 
down top rates — long a principle 
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Jones wins in 


Doug Jones greets cheering supporters at a victory celebration in Birmingham after becoming the first Democrat elected to the Senate 
from Alabama since 1992. “At the end of the day, this entire race has been about dignity and respect,” Jones told the crowd. 


Result scrambles 
GOP legislative 
agenda, security 
in Senate 


BY MIKE DEBONIS 


Doug Jones’s odds-defying 
victory in Alabama — handing 
Democrats a vanishingly rare 
Senate win in the Deep South — 
scrambles President Trump’s 
legislative agenda for the com- 
ing year, threatens to heighten 
Republican infighting and 
sounds an alarm for the GOP’s 
prospects in November’s mid- 
term elections. 

Any dent in the advantage 
Republicans hold in the Senate 
would carry major governing 
consequences, but the loss of 
what had been considered one of 
the party’s safest seats carries a 
special sting for the GOP. 

One consequence is Demo- 
crats’ much more plausible path 
to the Senate majority next year. 
The 2018 map was widely seen to 
favor Republicans, with 10 Dem- 
ocrats seeking reelection in 
states President Trump won last 
year and only two Republican 
seats clearly at risk. 

Now, if Democratic incum- 
bents can survive in Indiana, 
Missouri, North Dakota, West 
Virginia and elsewhere in what 
is shaping up to be a favorable 
environment, GOP losses in Ari- 
zona and Nevada could allow 
Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) to 
unseat Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) 
as Senate majority leader. 

Some Republicans view the 
Alabama seat once held by Attor- 
ney General Jeff Sessions as the 
first casualty in an internecine 
GOP battle that has pitted estab- 
lishment Republicans personi- 
fied by McConnell against popu- 
list insurgents led by former 
White House strategist Stephen 
K. Bannon. 
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ALABAMA SPECIAL ELECTION 


Democratic upset 


MOORE REFUSES 
TO CONCEDE 


Race seen as bellwether 
for 2018 contests 


BY SEAN SULLIVAN, 
MICHAEL SCHERER 
AND DAVID WEIGEL 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. — In a stun- 
ning setback for the Republican 
Party, Democrat Doug Jones was 
elected Alabama’s next senator 
Tuesday, flipping a deeply red 
state after a campaign that show- 
cased the increasing power of sex- 
ual misconduct allegations and 
the limits of President Trump’s 
political influence. 

Jones’s victory in a part of the 
Deep South that has not elected a 
Democratic senator since 1992 
was a dramatic repudiation of his 
opponent, Roy Moore, a former 
state judge twice removed from 
office. Moore responded to allega- 
tions that he made sexual advanc- 
es on teenagers years ago by de- 
scribing his campaign as a “spirit- 
ual battle” against a conspiracy of 
Republican and Democratic lead- 
ers in Washington. 

“T was on the Moore bandwag- 
on at first, years back, before you 
really knew what was going on 
with him,” said Scott Medders, 32, 
who voted for Jones and then at- 
tended a watch party in Gadsden, 
Ala., Moore’s home town. “When 
Jones gets there, I hope he 
strengthens the military and helps 
with the wall. But I could not vote 
for Moore.” 

After the race was called by the 
Associated Press, Moore declined 
to concede defeat, saying he be- 
lieved that the margin of victory 
could narrow enough to trigger an 
automatic recount. “Realize that 
when the vote is this close that it’s 
not over,’ he said. “We also know 
that God is always in control.” 

The Alabama Republican Party 
said it would not support Moore’s 
push for a recount. 
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Jubilant 
Democrats 
freshly confident 
about midterms 


JABIN BOTSFORD/THE WASHINGTON POST 


BY ROBERT COSTA 


U.S. Senate candidate Roy Moore (R), who has faced allegations of sexual misconduct, is greeted 


by supporters as he arrives at his election night party in Montgomery, Ala. 


Winners: Senate Democrats 
Control of the U.S. Senate once 
wasn’t in play, but it is now with 
Doug Jones’s victory. A10 


A lousy night for Republicans and a big defeat for Trump 


Tuesday’s special U.S. Senate 
election in Alabama was never 
destined to bring good news 
for the Republican Party, no 
matter the outcome. But the 
stunning victory by Democrat 
Doug Jones was a devastating 
blow to a party wracked by 
divisions and intraparty 
rivalries and a humiliating 
defeat for President Trump. 

For some Republicans, the 
fact that the controversial and 
flawed Roy Moore will not be 
their new senator from 


The Democrats’ seismic victory 
Tuesday in the unlikely political 
battleground of Alabama brought 
jubilation — and a sudden a rush 
of confidence — to a party that has 
been struggling to gain its footing 
since Donald Trump won the pres- 
idency 13 months ago. 

Democrat Doug Jones’s tri- 
umph, the result of a vigorous 
turnout of the party’s traditional 
voters and of Republican splinter- 
ing in a deeply conservative state, 
sent a thunder clap across the 
national political landscape that 
Democrats hope will signify an 
emerging comeback at the start of 
the 2018 midterm election cam- 
paign. 

In the immediate aftermath, 
Democratic leaders are eager to 
leverage a narrowed Republican 
majority in the Senate to try to 
stall the Trump agenda, including 


Republican miscalculation 
Strategists thought Roy Moore’s 
antiabortion stance would 
counter accusations. A12 


@PKCapitol 

Roy Moore's stunning collapse 
represents a self-inflicted wound 
by Senate Republicans. A10 


THE TAKE DAN BALZ 


Alabama came with some 
measure of relief. But the 
consequences of that outcome 
will reverberate over the 
coming months in one 
legislative battle after another. 
An already razor-thin margin 
in the Senate becomes even 
more tenuous for the party 


had not given up the fight. He 
refused to concede the race 
and said he would seek a 
possible recount. That decision 
will produce more heartburn 
among establishment 
Republicans, who would prefer 
to see him fade quickly and 
quietly into obscurity. 


in power. Trump suffered mightily the GOP’s $1.5 trillion tax package. 
In the face of results that after fully embracing Moore in And they plan to use the defeat 
showed Jones leading by the final weeks of the of firebrand Republican Roy 


20,000 votes and by more than 
a percentage point, Moore 
signaled late Tuesday that he 


campaign, despite credible 
allegations that Moore had 
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Moore, who faced allegations of 
sexual misconduct, to escalate 
DEMOCRATS CONTINUED ON A9 
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Terrorism charges in N.Y. Federal prosecutors 
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President Trump online before the attack. A6 
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ural gas pipeline. B1 
D.C. Mayor Muriel E. 
Bowser has raised 

$1.4 million since Sep- 
tember for her reelec- 
tion bid and so far has 
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